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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 
 
 
8 pm on 14 September 2016 at The Honor Oak, SE23 

In Attendance 

James Cross, Ellie Rogers, Dave Lowry, Jim Smith, Svea Polster, Anne Scott, Marcel Jenkins, Zaria Greenhill, Gavin Bolam, 
Nicholas Taylor, Graeme Crow, David and Andrea Pearson and Peter Maynard (Lewisham Council representative).  
 
Apologies: Annie Maunton, Leo Stevens, Sydney Couldridge, Alex Roberts, Josh Smaller  
 

Welcome   

JC welcomed everybody to the meeting.   
 

Minutes of last meeting and matters arising   

The minutes for the last meeting were completed by ER and have been posted on our website and Facebook page. 
Comments can be made regarding accuracy via our website.  
 

Introduction from Peter Maynard    

JC welcomed PM to the meeting. PM has recently joined Greenscene at Lewisham Council and explained his role in 
managing the Glendale contract.  
 

Constitution  

NT provided an update on the proposed amendments to the Friends’ Constitution. ER agreed to annotate the 
Constitution and then circulate the amended document. ER proposed that the amended constitution should be 
circulated to all registered Friends for comment and that a Friends’ General Meeting should be held just prior to the 
AGM on 19 October 2016 in which the amended constitution will be adopted. Agreed.  JS suggested that we remove the 
post of committee member, as the group can be effectively run by the Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.  NT suggested a 



 

 

committee of 15, rather than 8 required under the current constitution. It was agreed that 15 would be too many and 3 
too few.  Over time the numbers of those attending the meetings has dropped off, whereas participation at events has 
improved.  ZG suggested that we hold a meeting at the weekend and PM suggested that we hold a drop in session.  It 
was agreed that the proposed revised draft will be agreed by email between the committee members before general 
release.   
 

Finances  

DL updated the Friends on the Friends’ financial position.  The Festival cost about £6,000 to run and achieved a surplus 
of £3,148.  It was agreed that this was a good outcome in the circumstances.  SP confirmed that the cost of replacing the 
broken gazebo for her Church was £75 and this payment was confirmed and unanimously agreed.   
 

Outcome of survey  

ER summarised the outcome of the user survey, as per Appendix A attached.   
 
Prior to the meeting ER had provided a copy of Appendix A to PM and a summary of the priorities as determined by the 
user survey.  PM confirmed that any changes to the Park would need to be agreed by the Council and Glendale, 
particularly if any changes would result in ongoing additional maintenance costs. He explained that replacement of the 
park signs, for example, may be covered under the existing maintenance contract with Glendale. GC confirmed that he 
would review the signs and provide his professional opinion on their state and suitable replacements.  
 
PM confirmed that it is unlikely that the Council would approve a fixed site cafe, but that a licence for a mobile café 
could be agreeable. PM suggested we look at other parks where there were mobile cafes.  MJ commented that 
previously 2 people had to his knowledge pitched for a mobile café, but nothing had materialised.  He did not know the 
reason for this.  
 
It was agreed that PM, Glendale and the Friends would meet up on the Fields prior to the AGM to discuss the 
maintenance issues and outcome of the survey. PM will liaise to agree a meeting time and date.  
 

Playground   

The Friends previously agreed that we would like to make improvements in the playground, using the surplus from the 
Festival 2016.  DL and ER explained that they had met with a play equipment company to obtain their views on the 
current state of the playground.  Following a site visit, the company provided its proposals which would be to install an 
easily accessible merry-go-round to the side of the baby swings and trim trail like equipment in the ship area and along 
the back perimeter of the playground. PM reiterated that the Council and Glendale would need to be involved from the 
outset and that Glendale would need to ensure that all changes complied with safety legislation and for this they would 
charge a management fee.  
 
ER raised the safety of the tyre swings. PM confirmed that the swings comply with ROSPA and fencing off the swings are 
likely to make things worse.  
 

Preparation for the AGM 

The AGM will be held on 19 October 2016 at 8pm.  JC, DL and ER confirmed that they would be willing to stand again for 
election.  It was agreed that the duties of the committee roles should be summarised and advertised on Facebook and in 



 

 

an email to all members.  The website was discussed and it was agreed that it would be helpful if we could update the 
website, so that the website can be updated more easily and linked to the twitter and Facebook pages.  GC suggested 
that he ask his partner to get involved with this as she is a website designer. 
 

People and Wildlife  

Bird boxes - ZG reported that Dacres Wood have 11 bird boxes available for us to buy and install, costing £126.50. 
Subject to agreement by Glendale and PM, we would like to buy the bird boxes and ask for donations to cover the cost.  
Glendale will need to install the boxes for insurance purposes etc.  
 
Trees – of the trees planted this year, 50% are not doing very well.  ZG explained the history to PM; the trees were 
supplied by Glendale and were in poor condition when planted as their roots had been cut badly. ZG queried whether 
we should ask Glendale to replace the trees.  After discussion, it was agreed that the trees would be discussed as part of 
the walkaround. In respect of the Ash trees (some of which have die back), PM confirmed that the trees are inspected by 
the Council. However, if there are any specific concerns, then this should be reported to Lewisham Council.   
 
Forest School – ZG confirmed that she was in discussions with Ema Felix from the Secret Adventurers Club about 
opening a Forest School on the Fields.  She will report back further.  
 
Bat Walk – the next walk will be held on 24 September.  Unfortunately the static bat detector will not be available, but 
Dr Ian Boulton has agreed to bring it to another bat walk in the Spring.  

AOB 

Government Consultation on Parks – ZG confirmed that she is in the process of drafting a response to the Consultation 
on behalf of the Friends.  It has to be submitted by 30 September.  ZG will circulate it prior to submission for comment. 

Josh’s application for funding – SP suggested that we need to remind people to vote for us. ER will send a reminder.  

Benches – NT queried whether the benches had been installed. DL confirmed that one had been installed and we are 
waiting for Glendale to install the second. 

Future meetings     

7.45 pm on 19 October 2016 at the Honor Oak Pub  
 

ER  
2 October 2016 

 
 
 

 
  



 

 

 
 

        Appendix A  

USER SURVEY   RESULTS   

  

In late 2015, the Friends of Blythe Hill Fields took the decision to survey park users to ensure that any future 

changes funded or facilitated by the Friends would benefit all.   This survey is now closed.  Thank you to 

everyone who took the trouble to respond. In total we had 292 replies.   

We have crunched the numbers and scrutinised your comments.  We are pleased to say that the absolute majority 

(88.5%) of park users consider the park to be ‘good’ or ‘very good’.   

 

Most users primarily attend the Fields to use the playground or fitness equipment.  Plus many of you come to 

take in the spectacular views, to relax or have a picnic.   

 
  

0.0 % 

20.0 % 

% 40.0 

60.0 % 

80.0 % 

Playground Dog walking Observing wildlife Fitness exercise 

What do you and your family primarily use the park for? 

  

Overall, how enjoyable is your visit to Blythe Hill Fields? 

Very good 

Good 

Average 

Poor 

Very poor 



 

 

As a park user group, our main aim is to promote the increased use and enjoyment of the Fields.  So what can be 

done to improve the Fields?   

We asked what you least enjoyed about the Fields.  There were 240 replies to this question, but with clear 

reoccurring themes – the playground, dogs/dog poo, toilets, a café and the litter situation need to be considered.  

There were comments about the gradient of the hill, but there’s not much we can do about that!    

We asked you to state your three most important developments/changes and your three least important 

developments/changes to the Fields.    

Answer Options  

Most important changes  Least important changes   

1st  2nd  3rd  
Response 

Count  
1st  2nd  3rd  

Response 

Count  

A - signage and information about 

the park  
4  7  10  21  48  12  16  76  

B - Wildlife and bio-diversity, 

including additional trees, 

planting, wildlife areas etc.  

56  27  22  105  6  3  4  13  

C - Gates and entrances  8  5  9  22  33  23  22  78  

D – Lighting  29  27  14  70  21  7  11  39  

E - Additional dog fouling bins  4  14  11  29  18  17  7  42  

F - Recycling bins   2  5  8  15  4  17  14  35  

G - Provision for disabled users  1  4  2  7  1  4  4  9  

H - Additional play areas   34  21  13  68  8  21  12  41  

I - Forest school /outdoor kitchen 

area for children   
16  23  18  57  11  9  12  32  

J - Dedicated football/sports pitch   2  3  4  9  56  50  35  141  

K - Made up path around the 

perimeter of the park for sports  
14  16  24  54  12  26  11  49  

L - Additional exercise equipment  7  7  12  26  8  32  21  61  

M - Additional seating   6  9  11  26  3  9  6  18  

N - Additional picnic benches   3  7  19  29  3  5  4  12  

O - Dedicated barbeque area   3  10  8  21  24  21  47  92  

P - Toilets   28  32  20  80  5  5  9  19  

Q - Water fountain   4  11  11  26  7  3  14  24  

R - Fixed site café    49  31  36  116  6  10  21  37  

S - Mobile café  12  19  26  57  4  4  8  16  



 

 

Other (please specify)  25          4  

 

  

 

 


