
	
	

 

FUNDRAISING MEETING MINUTES 
 

 8pm on 11th June 2019 at  the Blythe Hil l  Tavern 

In Attendance 

Svea, Helen, Nicholas, Rich, Dave, Katherine and Suzanne. 

Welcome   

Nicholas welcomed everyone to this meeting to review details of new Lewisham Greening Fund and decide 
on what to apply for. 

Agenda 

Funding Options 
Nicholas read through the listed options as per the official Greening Fund toolkit which makes available 
S106 funds to parks, allotments, nature reserves & community gardens within the borough. Each option was 
discussed in turn. As any application would be part-funded by the Friends of Blythe Hill Fields using surplus 
Festival funds, it was decided we would focus on the most needed items in line with existing park user 
requests and suggestions. 

[Suggestions received to date are: More picnic benches; Goal posts; Bandstand; Rope Snake Swing; 
Monkey Bars; Pond; Bike Trail; More bins (Regular & Dog); Library Box; Pedestrian entrance at top of 
Bexhill Road; Water Fountain; Green Gym.] 

 

Items discussed but not being applied for; 

* We have already funded and installed a Table Tennis Table. 

* We have existing bike racks by the hard standing which are not overused or in need of replacement. 

* New playground equipment has recently been installed, so will not be a focus in this application. 

* There was some discussion regarding the Community beds/Planters and Improving existing planting 
options. A previous aim of the Friends has been to revamp the existing flower bed island by the Blythe Hill 
Lane entrance. It was felt that we needed further planning and agreement on a definition of what would 
constitute a Blythe Hill Fields Community Garden and that this would be something we could look to fund at 
a later date. It will not feature on this application. 

* We have decorated and placed our own bird boxes in the past which are still in situ. 



	

* We have recently planted new trees and have further stock to plant. As such it was agreed not to apply 
for tree funding at this time. 

* We discussed the planting of native bulbs and it was noted that previous planting efforts had sadly 
resulted in bulbs being stolen, although many from our last planting session continue to bloom in the main 
Flower bed Island near the hard-standing. It was agreed that this would be something we could fund 
ourselves going forward. 

* We discussed the Rain shelter / shade sail option as a request had previously been made for some 
shading around the playground sandpit area. It was noted that there had been trees included on the 
original Masterplan for the playground and that in fact there had once been trees there, but that they had 
not survived. (Dates were not provided this). 

 * In terms of Signage, as an objective from the 2018 Festival, funding has already been secured and 
quotes sourced. We are awaiting approval from Glendale / Lewisham Council re the proposed design and 
chosen supplier. We await confirmation of next steps but hope to have a decision in time for the 2019 
Festival. 

 

Selected Items: 

1.  It was agreed that Blythe Hill Fields does require additional animal proof bins, especially as some of 
the dog waste bins have been taken out of commission. Committee agreed that we would apply for x4 new 
animal proof bins.   £480 each         £1,920 Total. 

 

2.  Based on previously supplied input and suggestions from members and the wider committee, a need for 
additional picnic benches has been identified. (This is in addition to the need for repairs on the existing 
two benches which has already been communicated to Glendale). 

It was agreed that we would apply for x2 new picnic benches.  £1,200 each    £2,400 Total 

 

3.  A drinking fountain has also been previously requested and if successful in our application this fund 
could enable us to secure one for the benefit of park users. 

It was agreed that we would apply for x1 Drinking Fountain.     £7,200 Total 

 

4.  We also discussed the possibility of securing an additional piece of Outdoor Gym equipment to 
compliment the existing Trim Trail.  £20,400 for 4-5 items – Lesser sum estimate - £4,000 Total 

 

Funding Contribution 
Based on previous years surplus, it was agreed that the Friends would be in a position to contribute £4,000 
towards any application. Applications with a source of match funding will be given priority. As  
subsequently clarified with Lewisham Greening Fund, Match Funding does not mean 50%. The judging 
criteria as per the toolkit suggests contributions as Significant, Some or None as criteria options.  

 

        Total value of items to apply for: £15,520* 

        Friends Contribution:   £4.000 

 



	

 

2019 Blythe Hill Fields Festival Objectives. 
It was agreed that this years Festival Surplus funds to the value of £4,000 would be allocated in support of 
our application. As such there will be no options to vote on at this years event.  

Those present revisited past discussions regarding the need for a longer term view of proposed 
improvements and potential funding goals. The suggestion was made that we use this years Festival as an 
opportunity to promote wider discussion and consultation with local residents on their desired improvements 
for Blythe Hill Fields.  

We are already working with Lewisham Council and Glendale to secure Green Flag status for the Fields 
and will continue to look for ways to engage the local community in this endeavour. 

 

ACTIONS: Suzanne to clarify several points re the scheme including;  

  How soon does the funding have to be spent? 

  Is it an all approved or nothing approach?  

  Does it have to be 50% match funding 

  Suzanne to circulate this minutes – await feedback/agreement 

  Suzanne to complete Funding application for review by Executive Committee 

 

Date for Next Meeting: 
Next full Friends Meeting (Final Festival preparations) Tuesday 18th June, 8pm Blythe Hill Tavern  

 


